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Mosquitoes Are the Deadliest Animals on Earth
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Number of people
killed by animals per year

415,000
Human

1, Ill]!l
Ellll Crocodile
Hlppopotamus
* 100
Elephant

125,000 i
Mosquito g™

@SGVmosquito



.

*Species occurs in Florida
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Kingdom - Animalia
Phylum - Arthropoda
Class — Insecta

Order (28) — Diptera
Family (3) — Culicidae

Genus (41)- Aedeomyia, Aedes,

Anopheles, Armigeres,
Coquillettidia, Culex, Ficalbia,
Malaya, Mansonia,
Mimomyia, Ochlerotatus,
Orthopodomyia,
Toxorhynchites, Tripteroides,

Uranotaenia
Species- 3539 (WRBU, 2018).
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Females require blood j é

meal to develop eggs.

E Female E
Male

Life Cycle
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Life Cycle of a Mosquito video.mp4



Eggs laid singly
on dry surface
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Aedes epactius ) Aedes monticola Culex cedece:“ Culex biscaynensis® Psorophora columbiae® 7 ?oxorhynchites rutifus®
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Aedes muelleri Psorophora horrida® Culex arizonensis Orthopodomyia sp.* Culex territans® Psorophora howardii*
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Aedes fulvus* Wyeomyia smithii* Wyeomyia vanduzeei* Psorophora ferox*
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Culex quinquefasciatus* Aedes papago Psorophora ciliata®
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Coquillettidia perturbans® Aedes purpureipes Culiseta melanura®
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Uranotaenia lowii* Aedes baisasi Mimomyia sp. Aedes trivittatus Uranotaenia sapphirina® Aedeomyia squamipennis* Mansonia dyari*

*Species occurs in Florida

The Elegance of Science 2018



Mosquito Maladies

Pathogens have adapted to thrive in different species of mosquitoes
with characteristics that make them good hosts.

CHIKUNGUNYA
Named after a
Kimak onde word
meaning “to be
contorted,” the
virus, discovered
in Tanzania,
causes severe
joint pain.

This rapidly
spread ing virus
can cause
defects in the
unborn babies
of infected

pregnant
women.

YELLOW
FEVER
Nearly 60,000
deaths a year
are attributed
to this skin-
yellowing
disease, which
can be prevented
with a vaccine.

Spreading since
the 1970s, the
potentially fatal
virus now
threatens
50 percent of
the world'’s
population.

MALARIA
The parasitic
disease killed

more than

400,000 people in
2015. Most of the
fatalities were in
sub-Saharan
Africa.

This tropical
disease alters the
lymphatic system

and causes

devastating
disfigurement and
enlargement of
body parts.

In 1999, the
appear ance of
this virus in the
U.S. highlighted
the threat of
vector-borne
diseases outside

native ranges.

Aedes aegypli
Found in cities,
this insect feeds
almost exclusively
on human blood.

Aedes albopictus
The aggressive, adaptable
species can easily
colonize the habitats of
other mosquitoes.

Haemagogus*

These forest vectors of
yellow fever can be
identified by their
metallic sheen.

Anopheles*

The only genus that
transmits malaria,

Culex quinquefasciatus

These night feeders,
common around the world,
it is known for its

prefer to lay eggs
long front feelers. in dirty water.

JASON TREAT, RYAN WILL MS AND CHARLES PREPPERNAL
SOURCES: WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVEN

TION

*Many species within the genus can transmit the disease.
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